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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Status 

1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendments filed on May 24, 2006. 
The application has been fully examined. Claims 14 -16 are rejected as detailed 

below and are pending in this Office Action. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Claims 1-13 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 5/24/06. 

Response to Arguments 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14-1 6 of the present application 
have been fully considered but are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses 
applicant's arguments. 

With respect to claim 14 the Applicants argue that the reference does not 
disclose "displaying a magnified graphic ... large scale graphic". The Examiner 
respectfully submits that the combination of Lowry and Beatty discloses the claimed 
limitation. Lowry discloses it as levels or hierarchies of multiple successive graphical 
displays, which are presented to the user depending on the users selection. These 
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displays correspond to the users information of interest [See Lowry Fig 11 Col 6 lines 
19-23, Col 7 lines 55-59, Col 2 lines 35-39]. Beatty also discloses graphical 
representation at different levels of detail, which includes among others the actual 
physical layout of a factory at different levels of details down to the shop floor detail 
[See Beatty Fig 6-8, Col 2 lines 1-22]. 

The applicant further argues that the reference does not disclose "refreshing and 
displaying the two graphics according to selections". The Examiner respectfully submits 
that the combination of Lowry and Beatty discloses the claimed limitation. Lowry 
discloses it as the results of the user selecting each of the nodes is that the display 
action is executed and the required graphics rendered to the user. Each selection, 
results in a new (fresh) display of graphics [Lowry Col 6 lines 51-60]. The user can 
change previously selected node by clicking on or otherwise selecting it [Col 7 lines 15- 
20]. 

The examiner notes that applicant does not limit the arguments on the original 
elements of the claims but rather applicant relies on the claim elements as amended. 

In light of the foregoing arguments, the 103 rejections as applied to claims 14-15 
hereby sustained. The same reasoning is applied to independent claim 16 and thus 
merits the applied rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pat No: 6,128,617 to David D. Lowry (hereinafter Lowry) in view of Pat No 6,336,063 to 
Robert A. Beatty (hereinafter Beatty). 

Claim 14. 

Lowry discloses: 

A method for monitoring material on shop floors comprising the following steps: 
selecting a position from a large scale graphic (hierarchical graphics (large scale 
graphics)) [See Lowry, Col 7 lines 55-67, Col 2 lines 35-40, Fig 1 1]; 
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displaying a magnified graphic depending on the position selection on the large 
scale graphic (levels or hierarchies of multiple successive graphical display are 
presented to the user) [Fig 1 1 Col 6 lines 19-23, Col 7 lines 55-59]; 

refreshing and displaying the two graphics according to selections on the two 
graphic (active nodes) [Fig 12, Col 4 lines 66-67-Col 5 lines 1-5, Col 6 lines 51-54]; 

connecting with a central database to read relevant data on the two graphics 
(retrieval of information from a database that contains graphical information) [Col 2 lines 
33-35, Fig 3]; 

integrating and classifying the relevant data (integrating and listing of related 
information) [See Lowry, Col 8 lines 33-34, Col 4 lines 34-39, Fig 7A-B]; and 

generating a table specific to the two graphics based on the integrated and 
classified data [See Lowry, Col 8 lines 35-44, Col 2 lines 45-50]. 

Lowry discloses the elements of claim 14 as disclosed above, but it does not 
explicitly indicate "shop floors" Beatty discloses the claimed "shop floors" [see Beatty 
abstract]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined 
the two references because shop floors as disclosed by Beatty would have allowed 
Lowry's teaching to track, control and report information related to the operation of a 
factory. 

Furthermore it would have enabled Lowry to more efficiently track, inventory, 
production and hours of labor.[See Beatty Col 1 line 15-25]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/617,055 



Art Unit: 2166 



Page 6 



Claim 15. 

The combination of Lowry and Beatty discloses the element of claim 14 as 
indicated above and furthermore Beatty discloses, wherein the graphic is one of a 
global graphic of a company, a graphic of a country, a graphic of a subsidiary company, 
and a graphic of a workshop [Graphics for different locations See Beatty, Col 1 line 45- 
49, Fig 6-8]. 

Claim 16. 

Lowry discloses: 

A method of monitoring material on shop floors of workshops of subsidiary 
companies of an enterprise, comprising the steps of: 

selecting a country from a large scale graphic displaying regional production 
worldwide by country of the enterprise [See Lowry, Col 2 line 20-24,35-40, Col 6 line 55- 
67, Fig 5B]; 

providing a magnified graphic for displaying regional production of the selected 
country (levels or hierarchies of graphical display) [See Lowry, Fig 1 1 Col 2 line 20- 
24,35-40,Col 6 lines 19-23, Col 7 lines 55-59]; 

tabling integrated data from a database to specify the production information of 
the selected country [See Lowry, Col 8 lines 35-44, Col 2 lines 45-50]; 

selecting one of said subsidiary companies from the magnified graphic [See 
Lowry, Col 6 line 55-67, Col 2 lines 39-44]; 
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refreshing the large scale graphic to display the selected country and the 
magnified graphic to display the selected one of said subsidiary companies (active 
nodes) [Fig 12, Col 4 lines 66-67-Col 5 lines 1-5, Col 6 lines 51-54]; 

tabling integrated data from the database to specify the production information of 
the selected one of said subsidiary companies [See Lowry, Col 8 lines 35-44, Col 2 
lines 45-50]; 

selecting one of said workshops from the magnified graphic [See Lowry, Col 6 
line 55-67, Col 2 lines 39-44]; 

refreshing the large scale graphic to display the selected one of said subsidiary 
companies and the magnified graphic to display the selected one of said workshops [Fig 
12, Col 4 lines 66-67-Col 5 lines 1-5, Col 6 lines 51-54, Col 7 15-20]; 

tabling integrated data from the database to specify the production information of 
the selected one of said workshops [See Lowry, Col 8 lines 35-44, Col 2 lines 45-50]; 

selecting a product line from the magnified graphic [See Lowry, Col 6 line 60-67- 
Col7line1-3]; 

refreshing the large scale graphic to display the selected one of said workshops 
and the magnified graphic to display the selected product line [Fig 12, Col 4 lines 66-67- 
Col 5 lines 1-5, Col 6 lines 51-54, Col 7 15-20]; and 

tabling integrated data from the database to specify the production information of 
the product line [See Lowry, Col 8 lines 35-44, Col 2 lines 45-50]. 

Lowry discloses the elements of claim 16 as disclosed above, but it does not 
explicitly indicate "shop floors" Beatty discloses the claimed "shop floors" [see Beatty 
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abstract] and also discloses (graphical representation at different levels of detail) [See 
Beatty Col 2 lines 1-22]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have combined 
the two references because shop floors as disclosed by Beatty would have allowed 
Lowry's teaching to track, control and report information related to the operation of a 
factory. 

Furthermore it would have enabled Lowry to more efficiently track, inventory, 
production and hours of labor. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emeka Ebirim whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3994. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30pm - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emeka Ebirim can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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